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ES Signal Hill Police Department 7 
2745 Walnut Аус 
Signal Hill, СА 90755 


Supplemental Report 


On Thursday, Septembpr 23, 2021, at approximately 1500 hours, I (Senjor Detective G. 
Maldonado 8116) was pssigned to book Traffic Officer J. Ramirez's (#153) taser into 

evidence per the request of Los Angeles County Sheriffs Detective T. Ruggiero. Traffic 
Officer Ramirez's taserjuas initially recovered from the scene on сәті 20,2021 
and transported to the station by Senior Police Officer А. Serna #107. ЗРО Serna gave 
the taser to Detective Sergeant S. Noble #101, who downloaded the taser's data. The 
taser was then kept in a temporary evidence room, until | took possession of it today. 


| booked the Axon Taser X26P (serial ВИИ and the discharged taser cartridge 
(serial ЕЕЕ into evidence. 
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The following evidence Нет was collected by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department Crime Lab, Forensic Identification Specialist (FIS) Tony Ngyuen, #655370. FIS 
Ngyuen was additionally tasked to photograph the evidence. 


EVIDENCE 


TN-1: Firearm. Glock 17, 9MM caliber pistol. Serial number, ДИ. Streamlight brand 
tactical light situated on the frame. Containing one cartridge in the chamber 
depicting the head stamp “WIN 9MM LUGER." The seated magazine contained 11 
additional cartridges all depicting the head Stamps "WIN 9MM LUGER." 


The following evidence items were collected by Investigators from the Signal Hill Police 
Department. 


TR-1: CD. Signal Hill Police Department body worn camera video images collected from 
Officer Ramirez (event #240199), Sgt. Hefte (event #240187, 240188 & 240189) 
and Officer Byrd (event #240269). 


TR-2: CD. Signal Hill Police Department body worn camera video images collected from 
Officer Martinez (event #240233 & 240278) and 501. Maldonado (event #240248). 


ТК-3: CD. Signal Hill Police Department 911 calls and dispatch radio traffic. 
TR-4: CD. Video surveillance images collected from the Food 4 Less. 


TR-5: CD. Photographs depicting Victim REGINALD KING. 


RESPONSE 


On Monday, September 20, 2021, at approximately 14:00 hours, the Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs Department, Homicide Bureau's Detective Timothy Ruggiero, #407974, and his partner, 
За. Michael Austin, #408966, hereafter referred to as Investigators, responded to the 
intersections of Willow Street and Lewis Avenue Signal Hill, California 90755. Investigators were 
tasked to investigate the City of Signal Hill Police Department officer involved shooting and 
subsequent death of the suspect. Investigators arrived at this location on Monday, September 
20, 2021, at approximately 15:00 hours. Investigators were assisted by Homicide Bureau's 
Detective Kevin Acebedo, #447272, and his partner, Detective Alfred Jaime, #471203, who were 
subsequently tasked to conduct two scene investigations. 


Investigators contacted Signal Hill PD Senior Detective G. Maldonado, #116, who briefed 
Investigators and conducted a walk-through of the scene located at the Intersections westbound 
lanes of Willow Street and Lewis Avenue, Signal НИ. Detective Maldonado told Investigators on 
Monday, September 20, 2021, at 12:56 hours, Signal Hill PD dispatch received а 911 сай from 
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Victim ШЕ Тһе victim told the 911 operator he was outside the Food 4 Less store 


to the direction the suspect fled on foot. The victim was at some point transported to Long Beach 
Memorial Hospital to be treated for his injuries. 


NOTE: Investigators learned at this time a wi was present and 
md: his personal cellphone to Victim to call 911. Миле зо 


had left prior to Investigators arrival. 


Some point, Officer Ramirez initiated a foot pursuit of the suspect and deployed his Taser. The 
Taser deployment failed to stop the suspect and Officer Ramirez engaged the suspect with a 
tactical take-down. The suspect fell to the ground and immediately stood back up wielding a 
large knife over his head directly at Officer Ramirez, and an officer involved shooting occurred. 


located at 2801 Atlantic Avenue Long Beach, California 90807. On Monda tember 20, 


Subsequently responded to the Long Beach Medical Center to retrieve the deceased suspect's 
body. 


NOTE: Investigators were advised Investigator Gadson had the suspect's body 


transported to the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office at approximately 18:00 hours. At 
this point in time, Investigators did not know the suspect's personal identity. 


INTERVIEW OF WITNESS | 


NOTE: The following is a Synopsis of audio recorded interviews. 


On Monday, September 20, 2021, at 16:18 hours, Investigators interviewed witness, 
This interview was conducted in the driveway of the Sunnyside Cemetery located at 


40 


ОСТОВЕВ 26, 2021 [4] 021-00101-3199-013 


1095 E. Willow Street Long Beach, CA. This interview location was adjacent to the incident 
scene. The witness verbally identified himself to Investigators and explained he arrived at the 


The witness explained two officers were involved. One driving a marked black and white patrol 
car. The second officer was on foot following the suspect. At this time, the witness heard the 
Officer following on foot say with a loud voice, “Stop right now! Or | will taser youl” The 


NOTE: Witness BE provided a second interview with Investigators and 
members of the District Attorney's Office (JSID) at 17:10 hrs. 


INTERVIEW WITNES: 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of audio recorded interviews, 


On Monda г 20, 2021, at 16:29 hours, Investigators interviewed Witness | 
This interview was conducted in the driveway of the Sunnyside 
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INTERVIEW ОҒ VICTIM 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of audio recorded interviews. 


On Monday, September 20, 2021, at 17:38 hours, investigators arrived at the Long Beach 
Medical Center located at 2801 Atlantic Avenue Long Beach, California 90807. Investigators 
interviewed Victim ОИ inside the emergency room department (bed #54). The 
victim was seen lying in a hospita! bed with apparent bandages on his lower torso and back. The 
victim proceeded to verbally identify himself and advised Investigators he was currently 
homeless. confirmed he was attacked by a male Latino suspect. The victim 
told Investigators he did not know the suspect, nor had he seen him prior to this incident. 
ИШИНИН described the suspect to Investigators. The victim told Investigators the initial 
encounter started when he asked the suspect if "he touched my bucket" that contained his 
personal items and source of making money. ШИ told Investigators after he asked 
the suspect this question the suspect pulled out a knife. етага to describe 
the knife the suspect brandished as a silver metal with a four-to-five-inch blade. NEIN 
told Investigators the suspect swung the knife towards his face and upper torso missin 
him. The suspect attacked a second time stabbing him to the lower back. 
told investigators the suspect accused him of “trying to do something to him before. 
adamantly denied ever seeing or meeting the suspect prior to this incident. 


told Investigators the suspect fled on foot with the knife. Investigators concluded this 
interview. 


INTERVIEW OF OFFICER JORGE RAMIREZ, #153 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of audio recorded interviews. 


On Monday, September 20, 2021, at approximately 18:00 hours, Investigators responded to the 
Signal Hill Police Department located at 2745 Walnut Avenue Signal Hill, California 90755. 
Investigators contacted OFFICER JORGE RAMIREZ, #153 with his legal representative 
attorney Andrew Dawson of the Dawson and Riley firm in the detective bureau conference room. 
Mr. Dawson advised Investigators Officer Jorge Ramirez would not be providing an interview 
Statement at this point in time. investigators acknowledged Mr. Dawson's advisement. 
Investigators were subsequently assisted by the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
Crime Lab FIS Tony Ngyuen with the collection of Officer Jorge Ramirez's firearm (TN-1). 
Investigators completed a cartridge round count contained within the firearm (NOTE: 1 cartridge 
in the chamber and 11 cartridges in the seated magazine). FIS Tony Ngyuen was additionally 
tasked in photographing the collected firearm (TN-1) and of Officer Jorge Ramirez. 


NOTE: Officer Jorge Ramirez duty firearm (TN-1) was previously collected by Signal Hill 


PD Sgt. Steve Noble at the scene of the incident and secured in an evidence firearm box. 
Sgt. Steve Noble transported the firearm to Investigators for the above interview. 
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INTERVIEW ОЕ SGT. RUSSEL THOMAS HEFTE, #84 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of audio recorded interviews. 


On Monday, September 20, 2021, at approximately 18:40 hours, Investigators interviewed 
Signal Hill PD SGT. RUSSEL THOMAS HEFTE, #84, at the Signal Hill Police Department 


Investigators observed Sgt. Неће to be wearing a Signal Hill PD dark blue class-A type uniform 
depicting the department's patches and badge. Sgt. Hefte was wearing a Sam Brown duty belt 
with holstered firearm, hand held radio, body worn camera unit and accessories, Sgt. Hefte 
verbally identified himself and told Investigators he has been employed by the Signal Hill Police 
Department for 18 years and was currently assigned as a patrol sergeant for "team 1 day watch." 
Sgt. Hefte told Investigators he was on duty as of 05:30 hours prior to this incident. Investigators 
asked Sgl. Hefte to explain the events leading up to the officer involved shooting. 


Sgt. Hefte explained a "417 stabbing-245 stabbing" occurred at the Food 4 Less business 
located at 1600 E. Willow Street, Signal Hill was dispatched. Sgt. Hefte and assisting units 
responded from the Signal Hill Police station to the Scene. The victim was contacted at the 
southwest corner of Walnut Avenue and Willow Street by Senior Officer Delia Martinez, #125, 
who subsequently broadcasted the Suspect's description and path of travel westbound on Willow 
Street. Sgt. Hefte said Officer Jorge Ramirez and he drove westbound оп Willow Street where 
the suspect was seen walking westbound on the north sidewalk between the intersections of 
Lemon Avenue and Lewis Avenue. 


Sgt. Hefte told Investigators he paralieled the suspect in his patrol car and watched his partner, 
Officer Jorge Ramirez run up behind the fleeing suspect. He watched Officer Jorge Ramirez 
conduct а tactical take-down of the Suspect with a "leg sweep." Sgt. Hefte said he stopped his 
patrol vehicle at this point and exited to assist Officer Jorge Ramirez in detaining and arresting 
the suspect. Upon exiting his patrol vehicle, he observed the suspect quickly get back to his feet 
wielding a large *13 to 14 inch butcher knife" above his head. The Suspect turned towards and 
approached Officer Jorge Ramirez. Sgt. Hefte told Investigators he watched Officer Jorge 
Ramirez attempt to distance himself from the knife Wielding suspect causing him to fall (Ramirez) 
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10 the ground оп his back. He watched as Officer Jorge Ramirez deployed his duly firearm and 
an officer involved shooting occurred. Investigators asked Sgt. Hefte how папу gunshots he 
observed occurring. He said he heard three. Investigators asked Sgt. Hefle if he reviewed his 
body worn camera images prior to this interview. He said yes. 


Sgt. Hefte said after the shooting occurred he checked on Officer Jorge Ramirez to see if he 
was ok. He then broadcasted a “998” (officer involved shooting) just occurred and requested for 
the fire department to respond to his location. Sgt. Hefte said he proceeded to attend to the 


INTERVIEW WITNESS |Н 


NOTE: The following is а Synopsis of audio recorded interviews. 


On September 20, 2021, at 19:20 hours, Investigators were contacted by Witness 
at the Signal Hill Police Department. ИШЕН о, agreed to being interviewed 
regarding the incident occurring at the Food 4 Less business prior to the officer involved 


shooting. a advised he only spoke Sp |vestigators were assisted by Signal Hill 
РО Officer Delia Martinez, #125, with Spanish. verbally identified himself and confirmed 
he was at the Food 4 Less earlier in the day around 12:15 PM. said he was at the 


Food 4 Less to pick up empty boxes near the store loading docks. 


Investigators asked if he observed an altercation near the loading docks at this time. 
He said yes. told Investigators upon his arrival he observed the suspect standing at 
the corner of the store adjacent to the loading dock driveway. described the suspect's 
appearance and that the suspect appeared to be drinking a "beer." explained he also 
saw the victim in the parking lot area of the loading docks. He recognized the victim and knew 
the victim had been around the Food 4 Less for the past several months or years. said 
he has never known the victim to be violent towards anyone. 


Investigators asked И: һе knew how the altercation began between the suspect and 
victim. ШЕШІ 


the argument. He watched as the suspect and victim began to fight and the suspect "slashed" 
at the victim's head and chest with the knife. At this time ЖШШЕ ola Investigators he recorded 
this incident on his personal cellphone. Investigators subsequently received and reviewed two 
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video images provided by ПИШИ 

As this interview proceeded, Investigators reviewed the two videos provided by 
Investigators so NN appeared to be inside his vehicle recording the altercation occurring 
directly in front of him adjacent to the Food 4 Less loading docks. Investigators saw Victim 
БЕРІЛЕР and the suspect appeared to Бе involved іп a verbal argument in the first 
video. Investigators saw the suspect had ЕЕ draped over his left hand concealing it. At 


some point, the suspect walked towards vehicle and appears to drop and pick up a 
knife. 


Investigators saw the second video showed the victim and Suspect in a physical altercation 
Struggling with each other. This altercation continued through the bushes adjacent to Willow 
Street and out of view. р Investigators he saw the suspect and viclim return to the 
loading dock driveway where the Suspect "stabbed" the victim in the back. said the 
suspect left the parking lot, at which time the victim contacted him. said he provided 
the victim his cellphone to call 911. Investigators concluded this interview, 
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SUSPECT IDENTIFIED 


Investigators were Subsequently contacted by the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office, 
Investigator Stacy Gadson. Investigator Gadson advised the suspect was positively identified 
by Live-Scan finger prints as; 


PHILLIP LOPEZ 
MH/10-29-1978. 


Investigators и esources and identified Ww living 
at as the suspect's mother and next of kin. On 
September 27, , Investigators contacted at her home and notified her of 


PHILLIP LOPEZ’ death. During this notification, old Investigators her son, PHILLIP 
LOPEZ was homeless and suffered from alcohol and drug addiction. 


CONTINUED INVESTIGATION 


On Wednesday, September 22, 2021, investigators returned to Signal Hill PD and contacted 
591. Steve Noble. Sgt. Steve Noble provided Investigators with body worn camera (Data911 
type cameras-Versus BX1 models) images (TR-1, TR-2), 911 calls and radio traffic audio (TR- 
3). Food 4 Less video surveillance images (TR-4) and photographs (ТВ-5) of Victim ЕНЕ 
ШЕШ taken by Signal Ни PD detectives. Additionally, Investigators were provided the primary 
Signal Hill PD report, supplemental reports by assisting officers, Signal Hill PD dispatch event 
records for this event and Taser down load records for Officer Jorge Ramirez X26P Taser. 
Investigators were additionally provided the following reports related to Prior contacts with the 
suspect, PHILLIP LOPEZ; 


OFFICER JORGE RAMIREZ, #153 BODY WORN CAMERA VIDEO 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of body worn camera video images. 


Officer Jorge Ramirez, #153, was assigned body worn camera unit 17-3148. (TR-1). 
Investigators observed the Data911 Verus player video images (recorded under media 
#240198) began Monday, September 20, 2021 at 13:01:13 hours. The video images showed 
the interior of Officer Jorge Ramirez рако! car steering wheel. Officer Jorge Ramirez was 
observed wearing blue latex type gloves. At 13:01:28 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez broadcasts 
on his radio he identified a possible suspect. He proceeds to bring his patrol car to a stop and 
shift the car into park. Officer Jorge Ramirez is heard voicing loud verbal commands “Stop!” 
several times. Officer Jorge Ramirez subsequently engages his vehicle to drive again and 
moves forward and again issues loud verbal commands to stop to an unseen person. 
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At 13:01:44 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez stops and exited his patrol vehicle, The suspect is 
seen walking westbound on the north sidewalk turning to look at Officer Jorge Ramirez, The 
suspect is seen to be a dark skinned male Hispanic. The suspect did not have a shirt on. The 
Suspect's pants were dark in color and baggy. The suspect had miscellaneous clothing articles 
concealing his hands in front of him. 


a us 


ыис 


Suspect PHILLIP LOPEZ initial contact, 


Officer Jorge Ramirez continues to give verbal commands to the Suspect to stop. The suspect 
does not comply and proceeds to run westbound. At 13:01:47 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez 


Officer Jorge Ramirez body worn camera audio turned off. it was at this point, the suspect and 
Officer Jorge Ramirez passed the driveway entrance of the Sunnyside Cemetery. 
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the suspect at 13:02:16 hours. The suspect was seen falling to the cement sidewalk at the same 
time a marked black and white police vehicle was parallel on Willow Street. At 13:02:17 hours, 
the suspect was seen rolling onto his back wielding a large silver metal color knife in his right 
hand. 


баш 


ШҮ» ЖЫ) 
Тын Sap D КИ PII 


... 
Suspect PHILLIP LOPEZ wielding a knife in his right hand. 


At 13:02:18 hours, Suspect PHILLIP LOPEZ was observed standing back up quickly with a 
knife in his right hand. Officer Jorge Ramirez was seen pushing the suspect to create distance 
from him. The suspect appeared to have dropped all the clothing he was carrying and retained 
the knife in his right hand. At 13:02:18 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez appeared to have fallen 
backwards onto his back. Suspect PHILLIP LOPEZ was seen rapidly approaching Officer 
Jorge Ramirez while wielding the knife in his right hand. 
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Tce с анан 
Ten vex Nae атаға — 


Suspect PHILLIP LOPEZ armed with a knife approaching Officer Jorge Ramirez. 


At 13:02:21 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez was seen deploying his duty firearm and 
Shooting the suspect as the suspect was seen raising the knife above his head in an 


gin = да 


а аа зали GU — — 


Officer involved shooting. 
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At 13:02:27 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez was seen standing back up as the suspect had fallen 
to the ground on the street curb. Officer Jorge Ramirez moves to the marked black and white 
patrol vehicle opening the passenger door keeping the suspect at gun point. At 13:03:37 hours, 
Officer Jorge Ramirez re-activated the audio on his camera. At 13:03:46 hours, Officer Jorge 
Ramirez, and Sgt. Russel Нейе approached the suspect on foot. Sgt. Russel Hefte proceeded 
{о kneel adjacent to the suspect's right side and checked his pulse. At 13:03:52 hours, Sgt. 
Russel Hefte stated the suspect had no pulse. 


At 13:04:04 hours, 501. Russel Hefte was seen and heard using his hand-held radio asking for 
the fire departments ETA (estimated time of arrival). At 13:04:18 hours, Sgt. Russel Hefte was 
seen kneeling down a second time and initiating life saving measures (CPR) on the suspect. At 
13:06:16 hours, Officer Taylor Byrd, #147, was seen arriving on scene and subsequently 
relieving Sgt. Russel Hefte from conducting CPR on the suspect. At 13:07:48 hours, Senior 
Detective Jerry Maldonado was seen arriving on scene to assist. At 13:08:34 hours, CARE 
ambulance personnel arrived on scene to assist. 


Officer Jorge Ramirez subsequently returned to his patrol vehicle to assist in setting up a road 
closure and scene containment. At 13:11:27 hours, radio traffic was heard advising the Long 
Beach Fire Department, Engine Company #7, arrived on scene to assist. At 13:11:53 hours, 
the Los Angeles County Fire Department, Engine Company #122, was seen arriving on scene 
to assist, At 13:16:38 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez turned off his body worn camera. 


SGT. RUSSELL HEFTE, #84 BODY WORN CAMERA VIDEO 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of body worn camera video images. 


Sgt. Russel Hefte, #84, was assigned the body worn camera Data911 Versus BX1 depicting 
serial АД Sgt. Russel Hefte had three media files (TR-1: 240187, 240188 & 240189) for 
this incident. 


Investigators reviewed media file #240187 and saw the video images started Monday, 
September 20, 2021, at 13:00:50 hours. The video images depicted the interior of Sgt. Russel 
Hefte's рако! car. Radio traffic via dispatch was heard providing the suspect's path of travel. At 
13:01:43 hours, Sgt. Russel Hefte appeared to come to a stop in his patrol vehicle and 
broadcasted on his vehicle radio the suspect was "not complying." 


At 13:01:52 hours, Sgt. Russel Hefte continued to drive his patrol vehicle past another stopped 
patrol vehicle. Sgt. Russel Hefte was heard giving loud verbal commands from his vehicle at 
which point his partner, Officer Jorge Ramirez was observed running after the suspect deploying 
his Taser. Sgt. Russel Hefte continued to drive parallel to his partner who appeared to be 
running westbound after the suspect. Sgt. Russel Hefte was heard ordering his partner to “tase” 
the suspect. Sgt. Hefte was heard stating the suspect was a threat and to deploy the Taser. 
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At 13:02:09 hours, his pariner Officer Jorge Ramirez was heard yelling verbal commands to the 
suspect to stop. At this point, Officer Jorge Ramirez Taser was heard being deployed 


Cmn 


k k LED 


Officer Jorge Ramirez deploying his Taser at the suspect. 


The suspect appeared not to be affected by the Taser and continued running westbound with 
Officer Jorge Ramirez in foot pursuit. At 13:02:15 hours, Officer Jorge Ramirez was seen 
initiating a tactical take-down of the suspect by using a leg sweep. 
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TEDA бај -- — 
Te OR "rr rid 
Sgt. Russel Hefte's BWC of the suspect wielding a knifa over Officer Jorge Ramirez. 


Investigators reviewed Sgt. Russel Hefte's BWC video recorded under media fila #240188 (TR. 
1). Investigators observed the video images began Monday, September 20, 2021, at 13:17:24 
hours. Sgt. Russel Hefte was walking on the north sidewalk of Willow Street, City of Signal Hill, 
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east of the officer involved Shooting incident scene. Sot. Russel Hefte continued to manage the 
incident scene, brief assisting Long Beach personne! and monitoring fire personnel who were 
attending to the suspect. At 13:20:55 hours, Sgt. Russel Hefte was advised by fire personnel 
the suspect appeared to have sustained three gunshot wounds. Media #240188 concluded at 
13:28:08 hours. 


OFFICER TAYLOR BYRD, #147 BODY WORN CAMERA VIDEO 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of body worn camera video images. 


Officer Taylor Byrd, 3147, was assigned the body worn camera Data911 Versus BX1 depicting 
serial i Officer Taylor Byrd BWC video was recorded under media file #240269 (TR- 
1) for this incident. Investigators reviewed media file #240269 (TR-1) and observed it started 
Monday, September 20, 2021, at 12:59:13 hours. Officer Taylor Byrd's was handling a call 
for service when the officer involved shooting 998 radio traffic was broadcasted, The media file 
#240269 consisted of the BWC Video coupled by his patrol car dash and rear facing patrol car 
camera images. Officer Taylor Byrd was seen leaving his call for service and subsequently 
responding Code-3 to the assistance request. 


At 13:05:05 hours, Officer Taylor Byrd arrived at the officer involved shooting scene, His рако! 
vehicle dash camera momentarily showed Sgt. Russel Hefte in the process of Ше saving 


At 13:09:06 hours, personnel from CARE ambulance arrived on scene and were briefed by 
Officer Taylor Byrd. At 13:11:26 hours, Long Beach Fire Company Engine #7 arrived on Scene. 


At 13:20:34 hours, the Suspect was seen being moved by medical personnel to a gurney and 
loaded into the ambulance. At 13:28:14 hours, Officer Taylor Byrd arrived at Long Beach 
Medicai Center Hospital. Investigators observed nothing else remarkable in the video. The video 
ended at 13:31:18 hours. 
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SENIOR POLICE OFFICER DELIA MARTINEZ, #125 BODY WORN CAMERA VIDEO 


NOTE: The following is a synopsis of body worn camera video images. 


Senior Officer Delia Marlinez, 4125, was assigned the body worn camera Data911 Versus BX1 
depicting serial УД sp. Officer Delia Martinez had two media files (TR-2: 240233 а, 
240278) for this incident. Investigators reviewed BWC media file #240233 (TR-2). This file 
began Monday, September 20, 2021, at 19:13:49 hours. NOTE: This media file was a 
recording of the interview with Witness This interview was previously 
documented and the video was observed to end at 19:33:49 hours. 


Investigators reviewed BWC media file #240278 (Т В-2). This file began Monday, September 
20, 2021, at 05:59:06 hours depicting the interior of SR. Officer Delia Martinez patrol vehicle. 
NOTE: investigators observed the BWC date was correct. The time was not correct. 


SR. Officer Delia Martinez appeared to put her patrol vehicle in park and put black latex type 

loves on prior to exiting her patrol vehicle, Upon exiting her patrol vehicle Victim s: 
ien... into view and was heard telling SR. Officer Delia Martinez the suspect's descriptian, 
path of travel and that he was bleeding from a stab wound to his back. 


885 == hoa — 
Victim И hold his lower back due to a stab wound. 


The victim explained to SR Officer Delia Martinez the circumstances of his encounter with the 

Uspect The victim explained he Panhandled for money near the Food 4 Less business and at 
some point the suspect arrived іп the loading dock lot where he was. The victim explained he 
asked the suspect if the Suspect touched his "bucket" that contained the victim's personal 
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victim was subsequently stabbed to the right lower back by the Suspect. At 06:01:55 hours, 
SR. Officer Delia Martinez observed the victim's injury. The victim's shirt, underwear and pants 
appeared to Бе blood soaked. At 06:07:35 hours, members of the fire department arrived and 
treated the victim for his injury. The victim repeatedly explained the circumstances of his 


At 06:16:46 hours, SR. Officer Delia Martinez received the victim's consent to Photograph the 
victim for this investigation. At 06:17:52 hours, the victim signed a refusal to be transported to 
the hospital with fire department personnel. At 06:31:23 hours, the victim verbally described the 
Suspect's knife to SR. Officer Delia Martinez. At 06:34:00 hours, SR. Officer Delia Martinez 
continued incident scene management for the Food 4 Less loading docks and requested over 


her radio for assisting personnel to contact Food 5 Staff for potential video surveillance 
evidence. At 06:47:22 hours, м down in the rear seat of SR. Officer 
worsening medical condition, SR. Officer Delia Martinez video concluded at 07:11:24 hours. 


DETECTIVE С. MALDONADO, #116 BODY WORN CAMERA VIDEO 
РРР WORN CAMERA VIDEO 


NOTE: The following is a Synopsis of body worn camera video images. 


Detective О. Maldonado, 4116, was assigned the body worn camera Data911 Versus BX1 
depicting serial Detective G. Maldonado had one media file #240248 (TR-2) for this 
incident. Investigators observed this media file began Monday September 20, 2021, at 
13:07:43 hours. Medical personnel were seen providing life Saving measures (CPR) to the 


Detective G. Maldonado proceeded to assist with scene management and make telephone 
notifications regarding the officer involved shooting. At 13:22:58 hours, Detective G. Maldonado 
contacted Witness confirming the witness identity. The witness proceeded 
lo explain to Detective С. Maldonado where he was positioned and what he witnessed. At 


AUTOPSY 


On Saturday, September 25, 2021, at 10:00 hours, Investigators were accompanied by Signal 
Hill PD Detective G. Maldonado and Los Angeles County District Attorney Senior Investigator A. 
Borges during the autopsy exam of Suspect PHILLIP LOPEZ. This exam was conducted at the 
Los Angeles County Medical Examiner's office Dr. Lawrence Nguyen under Coroner Case 
32021-10601. Dr. Nguyen told Investigators he preliminarily identified a gunshot graze wound 
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to the back of the head. А second gunshot graze wound to the left shoulder. A third gunshot to 
the left arm that entered the chest and traveled in a left to right direction. This gunshot passed 
through both lungs and Aorta and was collected from the right chest cavity. Dr. Nguyen stated 
this gunshot wound was fatal. The doctor told Investigators he identified a fourth gunshot graze 
wound lo the chest. Dr. Nguyen told Investigators he found the Suspect sustained a fifth gunshot 
wound to the left buttocks that appeared to be healed and unrelated. Bullet fragments were 
collected from the left buttocks area and a fired bullet lodged in the interior left abdomen wall 
was collected and identified to be related to the gunshot wound to the left buttocks. Dr. Nguyen 
concluded his exam and opined the manner of death was from a gunshot wound and ruled the 
death a homicide. 


CONTINUED INVESTIGATION 


On Thursday, October 14, 2021, at 10:00 hours, Investigators called Айотеу Andrew Dawson 
regarding the status of Signal Hill PD Officer Jorge Ramirez providing an interview statement. 
Investigators were advised by Mr. Dawson his client, Officer Jorge Ramirez, would not be 
providing an interview statement. 


This investigation is on-going with further supplemental reports to follow. 


BY: DETECTIVE TIMOTHY RUGGIERO, #407974 y 
SERGEANT MICHAEL AUSTIN, #408966 a 
APPROVED: LT. CHARLES CALDERARO, #202074 Ù x 
DETECTIVE DIVISION - HOMICIDE BUREAU \ 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: MARCH 1, 2022 FILE NO: 021-00101-3199-013 
с: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY ACTION: — ACTIVE/ ADDITIONAL 
WEAPON (KNIFE), 245(4)(1) PC INFORMATION SCENE 
ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY INVESTIGATION/ EVIDENCE 
WEAPON (KNIFE) ON A PEACE COLLECTED 
OFFICER, 245(C) PC RESULTING IN SIGNAL HILL POLICE INCIDENT 
OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING 82185-01861 
Vit: — OFFICER JORGE RAMIREZ #153 CC 82021-10601 
SIGNAL HILL POLICE DEPT. 
NOT INJURED 
VI2: 
INJURED 
р: БЕРТЕМВЕВ 20, 2021 (МОМОАҮ) 
@ 1256 HOURS 
L: PUBLIC SIDEWALK 


WILLOW STREET/LEWIS AVENUE 
SIGNAL HILL, CA 90755 


SH: LOPEZ, PHILLIP 
МН/10-29-1978 (42) 
DECEASED 


О EAR Er EA dicite reine nee 


EVIDENCE: 


The following evidence was photographed, measured, and recovered from the area of the 1000 block oF 
E. Willow Street, east oFN Lewis Avenue, Signal Hill by Forensic Identification Specialists (FIS) Michael 
Bayer #538885, al the direction of Detectives Kevin Acebedo and Alfred Jaime. Refer to supplementary 
reports and photographs for details: 

EV-1: Taser barb and wire 

Located on the north concrete sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
lo Sunnyside Cemetery 

511" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

105" 3" east of the east curb line of М. Lewis Avenue 
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Еу-2: 


EV-4: 


EV-5: 


EV-6: 


EV-7: 


EV-8: 


Oakley Sunglasses, black in color 

Located on the north concrete sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
{о Sunnyside Cemetery 

07” south of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

63' 2" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


Expended cartridge case headstamp Win 9mm Luger 

Located on the north concrete Sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
to Sunnyside Cemetery 

3/05" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

55" ОВ" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


Expended cartridge case headstamp Win 9mm Luger 

Located on the north concrete sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
to Sunnyside Cemetery 

101” north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

5408" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


Expended cartridge case headstamp Win 95mm Luger 

Located on the north concrete Sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
{о Sunnyside Cemetery 

0'9" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

54' 05" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


Taser barb and wire 

Located on the narth concrete Sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
lo Sunnyside Cemetery 

303" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

50" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


Expended cartridge case headstamp "Win 9mm Luger" 

Located on the north concrete Sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
to Sunnysida Cemetery 

3'0" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

490" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


Suspect's clothing 

Located on the north concrete Sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
to Sunnyside Cemetery 

50" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

4611" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 
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EV-9: X26P Taser, serial И 


Located on the north concrete sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
to Sunnyside Cemetery 

311" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 

45' 9" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


EV-10: Large metal kitchen knife with a stainless-steel blade and a metal handle 
Located on the north concrete sidewalk cf East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
10 Sunnyside Cemetery 
810" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 
40' 09" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


EV-14:  Expended cartridge case headstamp "Win 9mm Luger,” found underneath the 
suspect's clothing EV-ltem#8 
Located on the north concrete sidewalk of East Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance 
to Sunnyside Cemetery 
5/0" north of the north curb line of E. Willow Street 
4611" east of the east curb line of N. Lewis Avenue 


The following items were Photographed and collected by Forensic identification Specialist Tony Nguyen 
#655370 of the Los Angales County Sheriff's Department Scientific Services Bureau ај the direction of 
Detectives Kevin Acebedo and Alfred Jaime. Refer to supplementary reports and photographs for details: 


TN-2: Black "Wiko"-brand cell phone with cracked front screen 
Model #U370AS, IME! 
Recovered from “Food 4 Less" loading dock area by curb line along northernmost side 
538” west of Food 4 Less driveway 
14" south of north loading dock curb line 


TN-3: Clothing items collected from Viking at hospital 
Black "МВА" t-shirt, size XXL, black “Anaheim Ducks" hooded sweatshirt, size L, blue "United 
Denim" jeans size 32X30 with black fabric belt, blue face mask, key and money clip 


The following item was photographed and collected by Detective Kevin Acebedo: 

КА-1: Black "Wiko"-brand cell phone with bloodstains on screen and in battery compartment 
Model #U370AS, МЕ | 
Recovered from green ivy in raised planter in front of an apartment complex located at 1460 


East Willow Avenue, Signal Hill 
Not measured 


О FER a b e E 4A d 
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On Monday, September 20, 2021, at approximately 1400 hours, Detectives Kevin Acebedo and Alfred 
Jaime of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Homicide Bureau were assigned to respond to the area of 
Willow Street/Lewis Avenue, Signal Hill, California 90755. Detectives were assigned to assist handling 
investigators Sgl. Michael Austin #408966 and Det. Timothy Ruggiero #407974, who were assigned to 
investigate the on-duty shooting of S/Phillip Lopez by Officer Jorge Ramirez #153 of the Signal Hill Police 
Department. Detectives Acebedo and Jaime arrived at approximately 1450 hours and found Willow 
Street between Orange Avenue and California Avenue was contained within yellow crime scene tape 
Numerous uniformed police officers in marked patrol cars further secured the scene by blocking vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic in the area, Detectives were made aware of a secondary crime scene further east 
at a "Food 4 Less" grocery store at 1600 East Willow Street, Signal НИ, which was likewise contained 
within yellow tape and secured with uniformed police personnel. 


Detectives were briefed оп the circumstances of this incident by Signal Hill Police Sergeant Steve Noble 
and Detective Jerry Maldonado, who provided a briefing of the circumstances of this incident and a 
walkthrough of the scene. Detectives learned that S/Lopez assaulted a victim (later identifiad as 


East Willow Street in Signal Hill, after which police officers were summoned. After the assault, S/Lopez 
fled on foot westward along Willow Street, where he was initially contacted by Officer Ramirez (working 
solo as unit 27153) on the north sidewalk of Willow Streel near where it intersects with Lemon Avenue, 


Detectives Acebedo and Jaime were assisted with scene processing by Forensic Identification 
Specialists Tony Nguyen #655370 and Mike Bayer #538885, who both assisted with evidence collection, 


on Willow Street in the area of the shooting and а! the Food 4 Less store where (пе assault of V/King 
took place. For information pertaining to the actions and observations of Sheriff's Crime Lab personnel, 
refer to supplementary reports under this file number which will become a permanent рай of this 


investigation. Detectives were also assisted at the scene by Investigator Stacy Gadson, who responded 
lo the location and participated in the scene walkthrough for purposes of her report (refer to investigator's 


ИАА 


SCENE 


The 1000 block of E. Willow St. is an East-West major thoraughfare comprised of asphalt and raised 
concrete curbs on the north and south curb lines. 
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There are three lanes for both east and westbound traffic with one left-hand turn pocket westbound Е 
Willow Street to southbound N Lewis Avenue. There is a second left turn pocket at the intersection о! 
westbound Е. Willow Street to southbound California Avenue. 


There is a small dirt median between the concrete curb and sidewalk оп the north curb line of E. Wiliow 
St where the shooting incident occurred. The evidence field was located primarily on the concrete 
sidewalk and dirt median on the north curb line of E. Willow Street, west of the driveway entrance to 
Sunnyside Cemetery. Detectives observed an expended taser barb and wire (EV-Itern 1) lying on the 
Concrete sidewalk, A black pair of "Oakley" sunglasses (EV-Item 2) was observed lying in the rain gutter 
adjacent to the north concrete curb. A letal of three expended cartridge cases EV- Items 83,4 and 45, 
(EV-Item 6) ап expended taser barb and wire, and an expended cartridge case (EV-Item 7) were all 
recovered from the dirt median area 


The suspects clothing (EV-Item 8) consisting of a black pair of “Skechers” tennis shoes, а no size sample 
marked not for resale, “Cat and Jack" size 10, brand pants with a drawstring waist, gray in color, a white 
t-shirt size large, with a multi-colored dinosaur logo on the front, a pair of “H&M” brand black leather 
pants, size 12, and a "32 Degrees" brand hooded sweatshirl with a zipper front, size X-Large, were 
recovered from both the dirt median and the concrete sidewalk. The clothing items had been cut from 
Suspect Lopez's upper and lower torso by responding fire department paramedics, 


The X-26P Taser (EV-Item 9) deployed by Officer Ramirez was observed iying underneath Suspect 
Lopez's clothing, The stainless-steel knife (EV-Item 10) was observed lying on the concrete sidewalk 
underneath Suspect Lopez 


Suspect Lopez appears to advance toward him bouncing on his toes in what appears to be a fighting 
stance. Within a few seconds the officer involved shooling occurs. The camera is positioned too far away 
from the where the shooting occurred and neither the knife held by Suspect Lopez nor Officer Ramirez's 
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weapon are seen іп {һе video. Detective Jaime contacted the assistant manager for AAMCO 
Transmissions, Jarrett Rico, who authorized LASD Detective James Potts of Sheriffs Tech Ops to 
download and recover the video from their surveillance system, 


A separate location further east of where the shooting occurred, “The Ten Mile Brewery" located at 1136 
Е. Willow Street also had surveillance cameras that were fa ing north toward E. Willow Street. Detective 
Jaime contacted the owner of the brewe шырынын who informed Deteclive Jaime his cameras 
did not capture the Shooting incident or the events that led up to the shooting. 


ИЛИЯ қыны ы Lett A edel 


The "Food 4 Less" grocery store at 1600 East Willow Street, Signal Hill, is contained within a large 
warehouse-lype structure situated at {һе southeast corner of Willow Street and Walnut Avenue, The 
front door faces east toward a large parking area utilized by the store and other businesses on the south 
side of Willow Street which comprise the “Signal Hill Town Center” shopping area. Along the north side 
of the Food 4 Less building, there is an asphalt-paved loading dock area which joins the paved driveway 


East of the trailer and warehouse doors, and along the north edge of the loading dock, detectives 
observed a raised concrete curb and landscaped planter which separates the Food 4 Less store's Paved 


а black-colored “Wiko" cell phone with a cracked screen (item #TN-2). This item appeared to have been 
dropped on the ground during the assault of у and was believed Io belong to either 
SiPhillip Lopez or и | Although the loading dock area was mostly unremarkable, detectives noted 
an empty can of "Sol'-brand beer just west of the cell phone, and near the beer can to the South was a 


noted what appeared to be recent collision damage to rock facade on a Post along the north edge of the 
Food 4 Less building, which left some pieces of tan-colored rack on the asphalt in the loading dock area, 


Detectives noted the Presence of two surveillance cameras in the Food 4 Less leading dock on the north 
side of the building, both apparently designed to cover the loading dock area from both east and west 
directions. One of these surveillance cameras pointed east, and а second camera pointed west from the 
upper northeast comer of the building. Since the assault of УИ герое took place in the 
loading dock area, Detective Acebedo and Detective Brandon Moulton from the Signal Hill Police 
Department made attempts to recover the video footage. Detectives contacted Food 4 Less store 
— ЕЕЕ... would not release the video until after it Was reviewed by corporate 
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security for Kroger Inc. (parent company of Food 4 Less). However, ME indicated the video 
would be produced for the handling investigators at a later date. He afforded Detective Acebedo the 
Opportunity to watch footage from the surveillance camera pointing in a roughly northwest direction, 
affixed to the northeast comer of the Food 4 Less building (an angle known as “85-DOCK-2"). In this 
footage from the time of this incident, it appears that there is a yellow and white-colored delivery box 
truck parked along the north curb of the loading dock area, facing west toward the warehouse doors. The 
driver of this vehicle was identified as ЕЕЕ a contractor making a delivery to Food 4 Less at the 
lime, who was interviewed by the handling investigators (refer to supplementary reports). 


While the camera angle and quality make the assault incident not perfectly clear, it appears a person is 
loading items from a cart into the rear of the box truck. Another figure appears to walk around the rear 
of the truck toward the south sidewalk of Willow Street, who then re-emerges through the planter in the 
loading dock in front (west) of the yellow and white box truck. Another silhouetted figure appears to be 
walking in this area, and both figures appear to approach each other in very close proximity. There 
appears to be a confrontation between the two figures, which occurs directly in front of the box truck 
driver, who then drives his truck forward, then reverses to drive out of the loading dock. The truck may 
have collided with the north side of the Food 4 Less building at that point. Based on information collected 
during this investigation, it appeared that the two figures involved in the confrontation on the video were 
likely S/Phillip Lopez and um and the confrontation appeared to occur in the same area of 
the loading dock area as where the cell phone #TN-2 was recovered from the ground. 


Toward the conclusion of scene investigation, Detectives Acebedo and Jaime walked the path westward 
on Willow Street likely taken by S/Phillip Lopez, from the Food 4 Less toward where the officer-involved 
shooting occurred at Willow Street/Lewis Avenue. At a large apartment complex located at 1460 East 
Willow Street (along the south sidewalk on the same side of the street as Food 4 Less), detectives 
observed a black "Wiko'-brand cell phone which was marked and collected by Detective Acebedo as 
item #КА-1. This cell phone appeared to have been tossed into the raised landscape planter that was 
several feet above the level of the sidewalk in front of the complex. The phone was found at the 
easternmost end of the planter, lying conspicuously among ground cover ivy leaves next to the complex’ 
residential telecommunications utility hub. Detective Acebedo Carefully collected this phone and 
observed what appeared to be blood stains on its screen and within its battery compartment. This phone 
was believed to possibly belong to S/Phillip Lopez or visa... was held as evidence. Around 
this time FIS Nguyen received a bag containing clolhing items which had been collected from и | 
(item #TN-3) while He was being treated at the hospital for injuries he received during the assault by 
ЗИ орех. For further information about these clothing items, refer to FIS Nguyen's report. 
This investigation continues with further reports to follow. 
BY: DETECTIVE KEVIN ACEBEDO, #447272 үһ ТШ 

DETECTIVE ALFRED JAIME, #471203 № 


APPROVED: LT. CHARLES CALDERARO, #292913 қ 
DETECTIVE DIVISION - HOMICIDE BUREAU 
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Scientific Services Bureau 


BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AND DNA 
EXAMINATION REPORT 
BIOLOGY File Number: 021-00101-3199-013 
1800 Paseo Rancho Castilla Agency: Homicide Bureau 
Los Angeles, CA 90032 investigator: T. Ruggiero 
(323) 267-6110 


Charge: 0-013NC-01-F 


(323) 276-1962 FAX Report Date: March 03, 2022 
Lab Case # 21-045359 


Victim: 


Subject: Phillip Lopez 


EVIDENCE INVENTORY 


Item and Description 


Evidence 
Control Section 


An item of evidence is considered "examined" if the analyst performs a visual inspection (ambient light, oblique light, 
ALS, etc.), serological tests, collection or manipulation. "No Exam" indicates the item was not inspected, altered, tested 


or moved forward for any analysis. The item may have been opened, documented and Inventoried, but no conclusion is 
drawn, 


Analysis for this case started on January 13, 2022 
EXAMINATION CONCLUSIONS 


Identifier | CS& | ltem and Description Blood 
[ S | 10 | Kitchen knife with metal handle 
The following items were submitted for DNA analysis: 


Item and Description DNA Identifier 
Bloodstain from knife handle 9.1.1 


Bloodstain irom knife blade aa УК НЕТ 
Sample from knife handle [== 35 2655 РН 


Coroner's reference from Phillip Lopez 
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DNA CONCLUSIONS 
9.1.1 - Bloodstain from knife handle 


Assumed number of contributors: 2 
Included: Phillip Lopez, Unknown male 41 


The DNA profile is approximately 1 x 10” times more likely if it originated from Philip Lopez and an 
unknown individual than if it originated from two unknown individuals. This analysis provides very strong 
Support for the proposition that Phillip Lopez is a contributor to ihe DNA obtained from this sample. 


9.2.1 - Bloodstain from knife blade 


Assumed number of contributors: 1 
Included: Unknown male #1 
Excluded: Phillip Lopez 


9.3 - Sample fram knife handle 


Based on the quantitation results, an insufficient amount of DNA was detected in this sample for Fusion 6С 
analysis. No additional analysis was conducted on this sample. 


METHODS 

EXAMINATION METHODS 

The examination for blood includes а visual exam and/or the Kastie-Meyer (KM) presumptive chemical test. Blood is defected when 
the stain is visually consistent w:th blood and the КМ test is positive. Blood is indicated when по stains visually consistent with blood 
are found however a positive result is obtained with the KM test. Blood is not observed when no stains visually consistent with blood 
are found. 

DNA AND INTERPRETATION METHODS 

Samples were extracted for deoxyribonucleic acid (ОМА) analysis and, if necessary, were quantified using the PowerQuant КЕ 
Samples that moved forward for DNA typing were amplified using the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and analyzed using capillary 


electrophoresis The Fusion 8C PCR Amplification kit was used in the development of Short Tandem Repeat (STR) genetic loci and 
Amelagenin, a gender identifying locus. The associated laboratory controls yielded the expecied results 


Insufficient DNA indicates that the amount of ОМА is not likely to yield ап interpretable profile with Fusion 6С. 
STATISTICAL METHODS 


whose DNA types are reasonably expected to be present іп the profile due to the sample origin A known contributor profile, if 
detected Іп the sample. may be used as an assumed contributor and conditioned on for interpretation purposes 
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contributed the DNA profile The likelihood ratios provided in this report are based upon proposilions that can explain the evidence. 
This includes assumptions as to the number of contribulors present In the DNA Profile, assumed contributors and, unless otherwise 
noted, that each unknown contributor is unrelated to the named reference samples 


Additional proposiliens may be evaluated upon request after the report has been issued These will be included in а supplemental 
report 


Scale of Verbal Qualifiers for Reporting Likelihood Ratios 
LR or ИВ = 1 (Unintormative) 


LR for Hy Support (Verbal Qualifier] 

2-99 (Limited support for inclusion) 

100 = 9,899 (Moderate support for inclusion) 

10,000 — 899,999 (Strong support far inclusion) 

greater than or equa! to 1,000 000 (Very strong support for inclusion) 


LLR for Н; support (Verbal Qualifier) 

2-99 (Limited support for exclusion) 

greater than or equal to 100 is reparted as an exclusion 
LR = 0 is reported as an exclusion 


ОМА is not present in the sample, or LR less than 1 for ап individual whose DNA is present in the sample) is mosl commonly 
Observed within the Limited Support category and generally not expacted within the Very Strong Support category 


CODIS 


The COmbined DNA Index System (CODIS) is a DNA database administered by the ЕВ! COOIS tinks а DNA evidence profile with 
other evidence profiles and also with individuals in the Slate and national DNA databases A DNA profile or multiple DNA profiles 
deducad from а mixture sample may be submitted to CODIS at both the state and national levels depending upon the case scenario 
and/or the nature of the profile. The Profile(s) will be searched al least weekly A nolification will be issued if there is a hit in the 
database or If the profile is removed from CODIS at any lime in the future 


The number of DNA profiles uploaded to CODIS is reported only for samples that are eligible for CODIS entry (ie associated with a 
crime and attnbutable to a possible suspact). И the number is 0, then the unidentified Profile(s) from the sample did not meet the 
minimum data requirements for upload. Ií the same unknown contributor profile в detected in multiple samples then only one profile, 
with the most optimal CODIS information, may be uploaded and the other Samples will indicate that there is no additonal information 
obtained for CODIS entry. 


One ог more additional ОМА Profiles may be eligible for entry into the CODIS pending further Information from the 
Investigating officer, 
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EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 


Any remaining evidence is retained In the Biology Section at the time of reporting the results and will be returned to the 
Evidence Control Section at a later date, unless otherwise indicated below. The date and location of {һе transfer is 
maintained electronically within the laboratory's Property/Evidence Laboratory Information Management System 


Any remaining DNA extract is retained in storage in the Biology Section. 


By: “Jessica Luna, #531227 
SENIOR CRIMINALIST 
Technically Reviewed By: Maryam Nickooshiam 


Addilional information necessa; 
* Unless otherwise 


+ by the agency/investigator (customer) As such, the Bureau is not responsible 
gency, Investigator, agency fila/case number(s), victim name, subjecUsuspect 


fence is from. unless that evidence was collected у SSB personnel 
Information provided in the body of the repo under the heading "Conclusions" тај 
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 


\ 
4 47 Scientific Services Bureau 
Ө 4 \ CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION REPORT 
= 


LATENT PRINTS SECTION File Number: 021-00101-3199-013 
2020 W. Beverly Blvd Agency: Homicide Bureau 
Los Angeles, CA 90057 Investigator: Michael Austin 

(213) 989-2163 Charge: 0-013NC-01-F 


(213) 413-7017 (fax) Report Date: March 25, 2022 
Lab Case 4: 21-045359 


Victim: Officer Ramirez, Jorge #153 Signal НИ Police Department 
Subject: Unknown 


On September 20, 2021, at the Tequest of the LASD Homicide Bureau, | responded to the intersection of East 
Willow Street and Lewis Avenue in the city of Signal Hill. The request was to assist in the documentation of 
the scene and collection of evidentiary items pursuant to an officer involved shooting investigation. 


RVATIONS AND SCENE EXAMINATIONS 


Location #1: 1600 East Willow Street, Signal Hill “Food 4 Less" 
Location #2: Intersection of East Willow Street and Lewis Avenue, Signal Hill 
Location #3: 2745 Walnut Avenue, Signal Hili 


Location #2 is a mixed industrialcommercial Sireet with multiple businesses and an oil rig yard on the south 
side of the street and a Cemetery on the north side of the street, There is a brick wall topped with chain link 


north sidewalk. There were additional clothing items, possible blood and a large kitchen knife on the north 
Sidewalk. The clothing in the dirt parkway had more taser wire. Sticking out of it, and a taser underneath the 
clothing. In the gutter there was more possible blood, a disposable mask and a pair of sunglasses. There is 
an Aamco business across the street from the evidence items that had several exterior cameras. 


| requested Forensic identification Specialist (FIS) T. Nguyen #655370 respond to locations 1 and 3 to 
process them (see his report for details). 


I photographed location #2 as it appeared upon my arrival. | look additional photographs of important items 
and areas, including clothing items, taser parts, cartridge cases, knife, areas of possible blood and security 
cameras. 

І completed a hand drawn sketch of location #2. 

| marked, photographed, measured and collected EV-1 through EV-10. A cartridge case was found beneath 
EV-8, | photographed the cartridge case, marked it as EV-11, Te-photographed and collected В. | released 
EV-9 to Detective A. Jaime #471203 at lacation #2. 


l concluded the scene on September 20, 2021 and transported items in my custody to the LASD Crime Lab, 
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EVIDENCE INVENTORY 

PRELIMS Description 

Item # 
[2522777] 1) CompactFlash memory card 
V- 2) Taser barbs and wires 
| 5 | EV-2 | Black sunglasses 
ЗІ -3, 4, | (5) Cartridge cases WIN 9mm LUGER 

7,1 
7 EV-8 | Clothing-Pair of black shoes, gray pants, black pants, blue hooded sweatshirt, white T- 


ЛЕРІ 
|. 9 | EV-10 | Kitchen knife with metal handle 
[Ex] nee жасан S мұхиты толы" 


EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 


PRELIMS item numbers 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 9 were submitted to the Evidence Control Section. 


ІШ 
EN 
D 


i 


m 
me 
me 


| released ЕУ-9 to Detective Jaime at location #2. 


Crime scene investigation notes and Supporting documentation are in the case file at the laboratory. 


Requests for evidence analysis must be submitted using the PRELIMS service request process. 


Mal fs, 


By: Michael Bayer, #538885 
FORENSIC IDENTIFICATION SPECIALIST И 
Technically Reviewed By: Gloria Hanna 


Additional information necessary for conformance to accreditation requirements 

* Unless otherwise indicated іл the body of the report (e.g. the address of a crime scene in а Crime Scene Investigation report), the 
reported laboratory analyses were performed at the address listed at the tep of the first page of the герой, 

* Unless otherwise listed in the body of the report, sampling was not conducted In all cicumstances al! conclusions apply only to 
items tested as they were received. 

° Some information present in the report is provided by the agency/Investigalor (customer). As such, the Bureau is nol responsible 
for the accuracy of Ihe following information. agency, investigator, agency file/case number(s), victim name, subjecUsuspect 
пате, and information about where the evidence Is кот, unless that avidence was collected by SSB personnel, 

s Information provided In the body ol the report under the hea 9 “Conclusions” may contain opinions or Interpret 
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Department of Motor Vehicles Image - CAL-THOTO 


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


IMAGE RECORD FOR: 
LOPEZ PHILLIP 
=== EXPIRES: 10/29:2026 CLASS: SEN: M 
HAIR: ВЕК EVES: BRN WEIGHT: 503 WEIGHT: 150 


DATE OF BIRTH: 10/29/1978 


ое ОНИ 


PHOTO DATE; PHOTO OFFICE: APPLICATION DATE: APPLICATION OFFICE: 
04/12/2021 507 04/12/2021 507 

ISSUE DATE: ISSUE OFFICE: RESTRICTIONS: 

04/12/2031 307 

PHOTO SEQ #: ENDORSEMENTS: 

5480 | 


This photograph is a true copy of the photograph that is салаті pn the Department of Motor Vehicles photo database and 
delivered over the Department of Justice Cal-Photo communications network. \ ! 


Date 5 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT Or MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER 


AUTOPSY REPORT |“ 


| performed an autopsy on the body of => 
the DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER 


Los Angeles, California on SEPTEMBER 24, 1100 0930 HOURS 
Tact Er 


From the an; ic боди d perti j: ibe the death to: 
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LOPEZ, PHILLIP 


SHOT BY ANOTHER 


Anatomic Summary: 


= Gunshot wound A. 


. Entrance: Left chest. 

Exit: Midchest. 

Re-entrance:  Midchest. 

Re-exit: Right chest. 

Projectile: None. 

Direction: Left~to-right 

Path: Through intermediary soft tissue. 
Effect: Not immediately life-threatening. 


m= @ r го O m > 


LI Gunshot wound B. 


Entrance: Left arm posterior. 

Exit: Left arm medial. 

Re-entrance: Left lateral chest. 

Projectile: Medium caliber copper jacketed lead 

bullet, projectile 1 of 3. 

+ Direction:  Left-to-right. 

F. Path: Through left arm, left lung, aorta, right lung, 
and terminated in right chest cavity. 

G. Effect: Immediately life-threatening. 


ош» 
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Gunshot wound C. (Old gunshot wound.) 


A. Entrance: Left buttock. 

B. Projectile: Fragments of copper jacket in left 
buttock, (projectile 3 of 3); copper jacket and lead 
core in right abdominal wall, (projectile 2 of 31 


Graze wound D of left shoulder. 


Graze wound E of left posterior scalp. 


See separate toxicology report. 


CIRCUMSTANCES: 


See Investigator's Narrative Report Form #3. 


EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 


The body is identified by toe tags and is that of an unembalmed, 
refrigerated adult Hispanic male who appears about the reported age 
of 42 years. The body weighs 130 pounds, measures 62 inches, and 
appears well-developed and weil-nourished. The skin is free of 
lacerations and burns. Small focal abrasions are present on the 
nose, left elbow, and both knees. Ulcerated scabs are seen on the 
fingers of the right hand. Multiple tattoos are present. Wrist 
scars are absent. Rigor mortis has presumably been altered. Livor 
mortis is present posteriorly. 


The head is normocephalic and covered by black hair. Mustache and 
beard are present. Examination of the eyes reveals irides that are 
brown in color and sclerae that are unremarkable. There are no 
petechial hemorrhages of the conjunctivae of the lids or the 
Sclerae. Upper and lower teeth are present and can be described as 
incomplete. The neck is unremarkable. There is no chest 
deformity. The abdomen is not unusual. The genitalia are those of 
an adult male. Тһе extremities show no ейега, joint deformity, 
abnormal mobility or needle tracks. 
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EVIDENCE OF THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTION: 


There is no evidence of any recent hospitalization. 


CLOTHING: 


The body was not clothed, and I inspected the clothing separately 
which consist of two socks, two shorts, and a bandanna. 


EVIDENCE OF TRAUMATIC INJURIES: 


I. Gunshot wound A: 


The entrance wound is ovoid and measures 5/B'^ x 1 inch with 
а 1/8* inch marginal abrasion at the 4 o'clock position. 
The entrance wound is situated at the left chest centered 
16-1/2 inches from the vertex and 3 inches to the left of 
midline. There is no soot or stippling. Тһе surrounding 
Skin shows contusion. 


The exit and re-entrance wound are the same opening which is 
ovoid and measures 2 x 1 inch, located on the midline chest 
and 15 inches from the vertex. The surrounding skin shows 
contusion. 


The re-exit wound is stellate and measures 5/8: x 1 inch. 
The re-exit wound is situated at the right chest, centered 
14 inches from the vertex and 2-1/2 inches to the right of 
midline. 


No projectile was recovered at autopsy. 


Direction of the wound is left-to-right. 


The wound path penetrates through intermediary soft tissue. 


This wound is not immediately life-threatening. 
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Gunshot wound B: 


The entrance wound is round and measures 1/4 x 1/4 inch with 
а 1/32-inch circumferential marginal abrasion. Entrance 
wound is situated at the left posterior arm, centered 18 
inches from the vertex and 10-1/2 inches to the left of 
midline. There is no soot or stippling. 


The exit wound is stellate and measures 5/8: х 5/8t^ inch. 
The wound exit is situated at the left medial arm, centered 
16 inches from the vertex and 6-1/2 inches to the left of 

midline. 


The re-entrance wound is stellate and measures 5/8" x 5/gth 
inch. The re-entrance wound is situated at the left lateral 
chest centered 16 inches from the vertex and 6-1/2 inches to 
the left of midline. 


The projectile was recovered from within the right chest 
cavity and submitted for evidence. Тһе projectile is 

designated projectile 1 of 3 and consist of a medium caliber 
Copper jacketed lead bullet 


The direction of the wound is left-to-right. 


The wound path penetrates through the left arm, left lung, 
aorta, right lung, and terminates within the right chest 
cavity. 


This wound is immediately life-threatening. 


Gunshot wound C (old gunshot wound): 


The entrance wound is round and measures 1/8t x 1/8*^ inch 
and appears puckered and healing. The entrance wound is 
situated at the left buttock, centered 32 inches from the 
vertex and 1-1/2 inches to the left of midline. There is no 
soot or stippling. The trajectory and path cannot be 
determined due to the old nature of this gunshot wound to 
the left buttock, designated projectile 3 of 3, and 
submitted for evidence. Additionally, a copper jacket and 
lead core are recovered from the right abdominal wall, 
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designated projectile 2 of 3 and submitted for evidence, 
The copper jacket appears not yet oxidized and is found in 
soft tissue that is scarred and without hemorrhage. 


Graze wound D: 


This is a shallow graze wound to the left shoulder located 
12 inches from the vertex and 7-1/2 inches to the left of 
midline. The graze wound is groove-shaped (1 x 1/4 inch), 
shallow (1/16*^ inch in depth), with a radiating tear seen 
superiorly. The direction of the wound is upward and 
slightly left-to-right. 


Graze wound E: 


This is a deep graze wound to the left posterior scalp 
centered 2 inches from the vertex and 1-1/2 inch to the left 
of midline. This graze wound is groove-shaped (2-5/Bth 
inch), deep (3-1/16*^ inch in depth), with radiating tear 
superiorly. The direction of the wound is upward and 
slightly left-to-right. 


NECK: 


The neck organs are removed en bloc with the tongue. Мо lesions 
are present nor is trauma of the gingiva, lips or oral mucosa 
demonstrated. There із no edema of the larynx. Both hyoid bones 
and larynx are intact without fractures. No hemorrhage is present 
in the adjacent throat organs, investing fascia, strap muscles, 
thyroid or visceral fascia. There are no prevertebral fascial 
hemorrhages. The tongue when sectioned shows no trauma. 


CHEST/ABDOMINAL CAVITY: 


Both pleural cavities contain blood (600 cc on the right and 350 cc 
on the left). The lungs are poorly expanded. The subcutaneous fat 
of the abdominal wall measures 1.5 cm. The organs of the abdominal 
cavity have a normal arrangement, and none are absent. There is no 
fluid collection. The peritoneal cavity is without evidence of 

peritonitis. 
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SYSTEMIC AND ORGAN REVIEW 


The following observations are limited to findings other than 
injuries, if described above. 


CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: 


The aorta is elastic and of even caliber throughout with vessels 
distributed normally from it. The thoracic and abdominal aorta are 
without atherosclerosis. There is no tortuosity or widening of the 
thoracic segment. There is no dilation of the lower abdominal 
segment. Мо aneurysm is present. Within the pericardial sac there 
15 a minimal amount of serous fluid. Тһе heart weighs 250 grams. 
It has а normal configuration. The right ventricle is 0.2 cm 
thick, the left ventricle is 1.0 cm thick, the interventricular 
septum is 1.0 cm thick. The chambers are normally developed and 
аге without mural thrombosis. Тһе valves are thin, leafy and 
without mural thrombosis. The valves are thin, leafy and 
competent. There are no lesions of the myocardium. There is no 
abnormality of the apices of the papillary musculature. There are 
no defects of the septum. The great vessels enter and leave in a 
normal fashion. The coronary ostia are patent. There is a normal 
pattern of coronary artery distribution. There is no 
atherosclerosis of the major coronary arteries. The blood within 
the heart and large blood vessels is scant. 


RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: 


Scant secretions are found in the bronchial passages. The mucosa 
is intact and pale. Тһе lungs are subcrepitant. Тһе left lung 
weighs 250 grams, the right lung weighs 250 grams. The visceral 
pleurae are smooth. Тһе parenchyma is hemorrhagic. Тһе pulmonary 
vasculature is without thromboembolism. 


GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM: 


The esophagus is intact throughout. The stomach is not distended. 
It contains 100 cc of brown gastric material. The mucosa is 
unremarkable. Portions of tablets and capsules cannot be discerned 
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in the stomach. Тһе small intestine and colon are examined by 
inspection, palpation and multiple incisions and are unremarkable. 
The appendix is present. The pancreas occupies a normal position 
and is unremarkable. 


HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM: 


The liver weighs 1400 grams, is of average size, and is brown. Тһе 
capsule is intact, and the consistency of the parenchyma is soft. 
The cut surface is smooth. There is a normal lobular arrangement. 
The gallbladder is present. The wall is thin and pliable. It 
contains bile and no calculi. 


URINARY SYSTEM: 


The left kidney weighs 150 grams. The right kidney weighs 150 
grams. The kidneys are normally situated, and the capsules strip 
easily revealing surfaces that are smooth and pale. The 
corticomedullary demarcation is preserved. The urinary bladder is 
unremarkable. It contains no urine. 


GENITAL SYSTEM: 


The prostate is without enlargement or nodularity. Both testes are 
in the scrotum and are unremarkable. 


HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM: 


The spleen weighs 150 grams and is of average size. The capsule is 
intact. The parenchyma is dark red. There is no increased 
follicular pattern. Lymph nodes throughout the body are small and 
inconspicuous, The bone is not remarkable. The bone marrow of the 
rib is unremarkable. 
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ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: 


The thyroid is unremarkable, but the parathyroid glands are not 
identified. The adrenal glands are unremarkable. The pituitary 
gland is unremarkable. 


HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: 


There is no subcutaneous or subgaleal hemorrhage in the Scalp. 

The periosteum and dura mater are stripped showing fractures of the 
calvarium or base of the skull. There are no tears of the dura 
mater. There is no epidural, subdural or subarachnoid hemorrhage. 
The brain weighs 1200 grams. The leptomeninges are thin and 
transparent. А normal convolutionary pattern is observed. Согопа! 
sectioning demonstrates uniformity of cortical gray thickness. The 
cerebral hemispheres are symmerrical. There is no softening, 
discoloration or hemorrhage of the white matter. The basal gangiia 
are intact. Anatomic landmarks are preserved. Cerebral contusions 
are not present. Тһе ventricular system is unremarkable without 
angulation or distortion. Pons, medulla and cerebellum are 
unremarkable. There is no evidence of uncal or cerebellar 
herniation. Vessels at the base of the brain have a normal pattern 
of distribution. There are no aneurysms. The cerebral arteries 
are without arteriosclerosis. 


HISTOLOGIC SECTIONS: 


Representative sections from various organs are preserved in one 
storage jar in 10% formalin. 


TOXICOLOGY: 


Blood апа vitreous humor have been submitted to the lab and а 
comprehensive screen was requested. 
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Photographs have been taken prior to the autopsy. ХУ 
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Е D: County of Los Angeles, Department of Coroner 


Investigators Narrative 
Саза Number: 2021-10601 Decedent: LOPEZ, PHILLIP 
Information Sources: 
1) LASD Homicide Detective Austin 323.690.5500 
investigation: 


At 1410 hours on 9/20/2021, LASD Deputy Bolanos called into the Los Angeles County 
Examiner-Coronar office and reported this apparent homicide death, via multiple gunsho id 
which occurred during an officer involved shooting. | was assigned this field call by Supatvisi 


subject to change. Е «У 


Location: NG 


Tha injury occurred оп the street at 1100 East Willow Street Signal НАСА 90755. 


The death occurred at the Long Beach Memorial Medical Center whith is K located at 2801 Atlantic 
Avenue Long Beach, СА 90806; У N 


Informant/Witness State Esita: 


> P 
LASD Homicide Delective Austin provided the following қом at the scene: On 8/20/2021 
Signal Hill PD received reports of a stabbing in the Barking tot of a local grocery store. The 
suspect had fled еселе; howevar, а descripjion of tbe suspect was provided by witnesses. 
Patrol officers Observed the decedent walking iñ the vicinity of the stabbing and believed he fit the 
description officers had been Provided. след the decedent for questioning, after 
which a struggle ensued. The decedent edly tased multiple times. Sometime during 
the struggle thé decedent produced a nife; after which an officer involved shooting occurred. 
Тһе decedent was struck multiple times: Emergency Personnel was called to the scene and 
transported the decedent to the Long Beach Memoria! Medical Center. The дес was unable 

was determined al 1331 hours Буј on 

nol provided. 


Scene Description: 


The scene is a heavy aie Бігегі which runs іп an eastem/wesiem direction. The shooting 
occurred at the notthicui line of East Willow Street. There was dried blond on the Pavement, as 
well as medical hemalia. Adjacent to the blood and medical paraphernalia were а pair of 
gray pants, a white Eshirt, a black thicker jacket type of top. There were twa black sneakers 


Evidence: 

Ge decedent's hands were Processed with a GSR Kit at 1656 hours on 9/20/2021. 
(completed the collection of hair and пай kits at 1720 hours on 9/20/2021. 
Body Examination: 


The decedent appears to be an adult Hispanic male with short brown hair, brown eyes, a beard 
and mustache, and incomplete teeth. He was lying supine in а hospital bed in tha emergency 
roam of the Long Beach Memorial Hospital. His clothing consisted of a рай of black shorts, red 
shorts, and black socks. Madical appliances stili in place were as follows: а tongue suppressor, 
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Investigator's Narrative 


Сезе Number: 2021-10801 Decadent: LOPEZ, PHILLIP 


EKG patches, delibrillator pads, and an Intraosseous IV was present in his left tibia. Dried blood 
and vomitus were present on the decadent's lace. Rigor mortis was rated 2 throughout at 1650 
hours. Lividity was indiscemible at this зате time. Multiple penetrating wounds were noted to his 
chest, his lett flank, left shoulder, and the back of the head, 


Identification: 

The Dapartment of Justice has positively identified the decedent as, Philip Lopez, via Шы 
comparison at 2057 hours on 9/21/2021. (57% 
Next of Kin Notification: ` 


АА 625 voii her son's death by the detectives trom 
the LASD on 9/22/2021. > 


Tissue Donation: d 5 
At the completion ol this report, t had по! granted permission tor issue donation. 
Autopsy Notification: X р 


Autopsy notification was ге 5 ad by LASD Detectives лз and Ruggiero. Please contact 
them using the confidential phone numbers, two hours prior to' 'aulopsy. 


SUPERVISOR 


Date af Report 
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SEPTEMBER 20, 2021; 1840 HOURS 
-00000- 
INTERVIEW OF RUSSELL HEFTE 
Interview conducted by investigators AUSTIN and RUGGIERO, 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, Homicide Bureau. 
Case is under File No. 021-00101-3199-013. 
Completed by Fenton Transcription 


-ообоо- 


Austin: Today's date is Monday, September 20th, 2021, at 1840 hours. We're at 
Signal Hill Police Station in a conference room. Myself, uh, Sergeant Mike Austin, from 
Sheriffs Homicide, 408966. His partner is also present: 

Ruggiero: Detective Tim Ruggiero, 407874. 

Austin; And we have two members of the District Attorney's Office; if you could 
State your names for the record, please. 

Delporn: Depuly District Attorney Debra Delporn. 

Borges: And Senior Investigator Adam Borges, 529458. 

Austin: And officer, uh, from Signal Hill, uh, Police Department is here to be 
interviewed. Sir, can you state your full name and your, uh, employee number, for the 
record. 

Hefte: Russell Thomas Hefte. My badge number is 84. I'ma patrol sergeant. 

Austin: And I'm sorry, you said your employee number's 84? 

Hefte: Eighty-four, yeah. 

Austin: Uh, Sergeant Hefte. 

Hefte: Yes, sir. 

Austin: You, uh, how long have you worked for the Signal Hill Police 
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Hefte: Uh, approximately eighteen-and-a-half years. 

Austin: Eighteen and a half years. And your current rank is Sergeant, correct? 

Hefte: Yes. 

Austin: Can you, uh, what is your, uh, assignment here currently? 

Hefte: Uh, patrol sergeant to Team 1, which works Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday; and every other Sunday, day watch. 

Austin: Day watch, which is when? 

Hefte: 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Austin: So, you were on a regular, uh, shift today? 

Hefte: Correct. 

Austin: And it started at 5:30 this morning? 

Hefte: That's correct. 

Austin: And, uh, so you're basically a field patrol supervisor? 

Hefte: Correct. 

Austin: Uh, can you, uh, at some point today, you received a, uh, radio call, uh, 
Which you responded to. 

Hefte: Correct. 

Austin: Can you teli me what that call was? 

Hefte: Uh, we were dispatched to -- it came out as a 417-7, 245-7, that had, uh, 
occurred at the Food 4 Less, 1600 East Willow. Um, myself and the other officer on the 
team responded to that scene, from the station, Uh, while we were on Walnut, just, uh, 
north of Willow, the victim was flagging us down and was Standing at the southwest 
corner of Willow and Walnut. Um, Senior Officer Delia Martinez responded, drove to his 
location. 1 followed, and Officer Ramirez followed me. 
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Hefte: So, there were three of us that responded to the victim's location. Um, 
Senior Officer Delia Martinez, made contact with our victim. 

Austin: Were you there at that point or were you still responding? 

Hefte: | was there, but ! didn't get out of the car because as she was getting out 
of the car, she had put out that the suspect was last seen going west on Willow. 

Austin: Okay. So, then what did you do? 

Hefte: Uh, myself and, uh, Officer Ramirez, made a U-turn at Walnut on Willow, 
travelled westbound on Willow, looking for the suspect. 

Austin: And at some point, did you make an observation about an individual? 

Hefte: Yeah. Well, uh, Senior Officer Martinez gave a, uh, description as a male 
Hispanic, with gray or black sweatpants and he was, uh, wearing a tank top. Um, 
Officer Ramirez made the observation of the suspect first, um, and the suspect was 
walking westbound Willow on the north sidewalk in the area of Lemon/Lewis, 

Austin: Okay. Uh, then what happened? 

Hefte: Uh, Sen-, or Officer Ramirez attempted to stop the — the suspect or retain 
him. And | was behind him. | could see that the suspect wasn't complying with, uh, 
Officer Ramirez's verbal commands. 

Austin: What kind of verbal commands was he giving, if you know? 

Hefte: He was telling him to stop. 

Austin: Okay. Was he doing that by yelling out the car or was he using some 
other means? 

Hefte: He — he was out — he was outside the car. | was Still inside of the car. 


Austin: Okay. 
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Hefte: And prior to exiting my саг, | could see that the suspect wasn't complying. 
So, | remained in my car to see if he was gonna run, didn't know if he was gonna go into 
the cemetery, run south into the — the — it's residential/commercial area — 

Austin: Mm-hmm. 

Hefte: — continue westbound. Um... 

Austin: At that point, Officer Ramirez was out of his car, is that correct? 

Hefte: That's correct. 

Austin: And can you tell me what happened from there? 

Hefte: He gave the suspect several verbal commands, which he, uh, was 
noncompliant. Um, the suspect continued walking, uh, westbound. Um, Officer 
Ramirez then drew his taser and eventually attempted to tase the Suspect. 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: Um, | heard the taser deployment, but the taser had no effect on the 
suspect. 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: After that, the suspect started running — at, not a sprint, but running at a 
faster speed than previous ~ westbound on that northside park. 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: Um, | was kinda paralleling the suspect that the time. 

Austin: Still in your patrol vehicle? 

Hefte: Still in my patrol vehicle. And Officer Ramirez fan up after the taser was 
ineffective and kicked the suspects feet to take him to the ground. At that point, that's 
when l put my car in park to get out to assist in -- 

Austin: Okay. 


Hefte: -- detaining, arresting the Su3pagt. 


Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: Um, as | exited my patrol car, the suspect sprung up very quick from a 
kneeling — | don't know if he fell all the way on the ground, but he — he went down and 
he sprung up very quickly and he had a large, uh, butcher knife, approximately 12-14 
inches, um, in his right hand raised above his head, and had turned back toward my 
direction, and then Officer Ramirez's direction. 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: Officer Ramirez tried to retreat and put space between himself and the 
suspect, and he fell on the ground and (unintelligible). 

Austin: Okay. How many, uh, rounds did you think you heard him fire? 

Hefte: | thought | heard three. | saw four shell casings. 

Austin: Okay. Um, let me ask уси а question, um, sir. Did you watch your 
bodycam video prior to, uh, this interview? 

Hefte: Yes. 

Austin: Okay. So, you did review your bodycam video. Okay, um, once the 
shooting took place, what — what were your next observations? 

Hefte: Ут, once the shooting tock place, | made sure that Officer Ramirez was 
okay. | announced over the radio that we had a 998, an officer-involved shooting. And 
then ! got a pair of latex gloves from Officer Ramirez, and started doing chest 
compressions. | think ! called for Fire before Starting chest compressions — 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: — but started life-saving measures too. 

Austin: Okay. Did you see any injuries on the, uh, suspect? 

Hefte: Uh, ! saw a wound off in the middle of his chest. Um, as | was doing 


chest compressions, | saw blood coming 94 фе left side around his ribcage area. 
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Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: Um... 

Austin: So, you continued doing chest compressions at that point? 

Hefte: | continued -- yeah, for quite some time. 

Austin: Who relieved you? 

Hefte: Officer Bernard Lee did. 

Austin: Okay. So, another officer arrived and took over — 

Hefte: Yeah. 

Austin: -- for you at that point? 

Нейе: Yeah. 

Austin: Okay. And then what happened? 

Hefte: Um, I don't know which fire department arrived on the scene first. 
Eventually, uh, Long Beach, uh, Fire Engine 7, ит, arrived; LA County Engine 122 
arrived, and someone said Station 45, | think it was 60. | don't recall seeing Station 45 
there. 

Austin: Okay. So, several fire vehicles arrived? 

Hefte: Yeah, and then, | think it was a battalion chief gave те the, uh, the list of 
names from the fire personnel. 

Austin: Uh, s— 

Hefte: And | have his phone number. 

Austin: Okay. Sergeant Hefte has removed a piece of paper from his notebook. 
Uh, there's a number there written down. 

Hefte: That's the person who filled that — who wrote those names on there 

Austin: Okay. 562-421- is that 7713? 
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Austin: And that was the, uh, individual's _.. 

Hefte: | believe it was like a battalion chief — 

Austin: Okay. 

Неве: -- ora captain. 

Austin: Okay, from the fire department? Okay. 

Hefte: Correct, LA County. 

Ruggiero: That's LA County? 

Hefte: Yeah, LA County gave me that. 

Austin: Do you recall, uh, Sergeant Неве, if you gave any verbal instructions to 
the suspect or, uh, to deputy — or, I'm sorry, Officer Ramirez, while you -- this was 
happening? 

Hefte: Yeah, | recall, um, saying, “tase him", from my driver's seat, ‘cause he 
was noncompliant armed suspect, um, and he wasn't complying. 

Austin: Okay. So, you did give direct instruction to the о сег, is that correct? 

Hefte: | know that | was inside of the car talking out loud. | доп! know if he could 
hear me or not. 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: But | was saying that. And I was thinking, he's noncompliant, he's a 
stabbing suspect, potentially still armed, taser | thought was a good call. 

Austin: Let me ask you a question, You — you described, uh, that he was 
Shirtless. Is that correct? 

Hefte: Correct. 

Austin: And that he was possibly wearing some -- some sweats. 

Hefte: Mm-hmm. 


Austin: Uh, do you recall him having anything in his hands prior to this? 
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Hefte: He had several |-, uh, miscellaneous clothing items that he had draped 
over his right hand. 

Austin: Okay. 

Неће: | couldn't see what was — concealing? 

Austin: Okay. 

Hefte: What concealed what it was, 

Austin: If he did have something in his hand at that point, it would've been 
concealed by the clothing. 

Hefte: Yeah. And | believe that it was based on how quick he popped up and 
had the knife already in his hand. So, | believe those clothe-, that clothing was 
concealing the knife in his right hand. 

Austin: Okay. Um, Detective Ruggiero, do you have any questions? 

Ruggiero: Hey, Sarge, I'm gonna regress a little bit back to the beginning of our 
interview. You say you have eighteen-and-a-half years’ experience, um, where did you 
go to the academy? 

Hefte: LA County Sheriff's. 

Ruggiero: LA County Sheriff's. And this eighteen-and-a-half years has all been 
in patrol? 

Hefte: No. 

Ruggiero: About how many years in patrol have you done? 

Hefte: Uh, I'd say approximately ten of it. 

Ruggiero: Ten of it, okay. And then, uh, today's incident, you said you were 
driving a, uh, a рако! саг. And so it's — it's a marked black and white vehicle? 

Hefte: Correct. 


Ruggiero: And does it have the insigni of the city and the police logo on it ~ 
IAF 


Hefte: Correct. 

Ruggiero: -- everything? It's very obvious. It has the light bar package on it? 

Hefte: Yes. 

Ruggiero: And then you're wearing a Class A uniform short-sleeve today. This is 
what you were dressed like today? 

Hefte: Correct. 

Ruggiero: Okay. Um, that's all the questions | have. 

Austin: I'm gonna follow up with that. Were you in — which — which kind of patrol 
vehicle were you in? Was На Ford-- 

Hefte: | was in a Ford Explorer. Our normal car is a Chevy Tahoe, but it's up for 
service now. 

Austin: So, the -- the Ford Explorer that was parked near where, uh, the medical 
debris and other items were ... 

Hefte: That was my car. 

Austin: That was your vehicle. Okay. 

Ruggiero: And during this incident, uh, the most that you'd done was you 
followed and observed the suspect's actions and your partners actions to the point when 
you exited the car to engage and the shooting went down, and beyond that the only 
contact you had with the suspect was life-saving measures of CPR? 

Hefte: Carrect. 

Ruggiero: Okay. 

Austin: Senior Investigator Borges, do you have any questions? 

Borges: Uh, yeah. Have you ever seen the suspect before or had contact with 


him? Do you know who he is? 
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Hefte: He looked familiar, (ке a transient that l may have -- not made contact 
with, but seen up in the north end — a transient, um, pushing a shopping cart, collecting 
recyclables. 

Ruggiero: But no other prior contacts? 

Hefte: | never spake with him, по. 

Ruggiero: And you're not aware of anybody else having any contact with him, or 
having any issues in terms of force, or anything like that -- being a supervisor? 

Hefte: Nat — not that — I'm not aware of it, but our homeless liaison officer who 
works tomorrow, | would guess could probably recognize him. 

Ruggiero: Okay. 

Hefte: He's the one that has most contact with- 

Ruggiero: But you've obviously never seen him before or had any contact, or-- 

Hefte: | have seen him before, but haven't had contact with him. 

Ruggiero: Okay. But you've never known anybody to get in a force with him in 
the past -- 

Hefte: No. 

Ruggiero: — or have any issues with him? 

Hefte: No. 

Ruggiero: Um, prior to the shooting, urn, right as you kinda contacted your other 
officer and him, and they were running down the street, right? 

Hefte: Uh ... 

Ruggiero: Or he was — he was attempting to try to take him into custody; 
correct? 

Hefte: When we — when we first made contact with him? 
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Hefte: When we first made contact with him, he was walking on the — the north 
Sidewalk. 

Ruggiero: Uh-huh. 

Hefte: After he attempted to tase him, then he started to run. 

Ruggiero: Okay. So, prior to the tasing, did he ever turn and try to fight, or did 
he -- was there any scuffle or anything prior to that happening? 

Hefte: No scuffle, um, but he did turn his face and it looked like he was talking 
back to the officer. | couldn't hear what was said, | couldn't hear what he was saying, 
but he - he was turning to his left, from what | recall, and mouthing something. 

Ruggiero: Okay. You didn't see anything in his hands, or him grabbing for 
anything in his pockets or waistband, or anything along those lines? 

Hefte: He had -- he had the clothes covering on his right hand. Um, 1 couldn't 
see -- 

Ruggiero: Okay. 

Hefte: — what it was concealing. Um, with the sweatpants, | doubt the knife was 
in his waistband because it's too heavy, it'd fall out. So, it had to be in his hand. 

Ruggiero: Right. But he definitely had clothes in his right hand? 

Hefte: It was the right hand. 

Ruggiero: Okay. 

Delporn: | have no questions. 

Hefte: No questions? 

Delporn: No questions. 

Austin: Okay. Um, real quick, the homeless liaison for your department, who is 
that? 

Hefte: His name's Officer, uh, Tommy Nadal, N-A-D-A-L. 
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Austin: Officer Tom... 


Нейе: N-A-D-A-L. 


Austin: And, uh, is there a telephone number or a contact number for Tom? 


Hefte: | can give you the watch commander line, he doesn't have a direct line. 


Austin: That's fine. 


Hefte: 989-7203 is the watch commander line. 


Austin: 997? 

Hefte: No, no 989. 
Austin: Oh, 989... 

Hefte: 7203. 

Austin: 7203. 

Hefte: And 562 area code. 
Austin: 562. 


Hefte: Um, he works tomorrow. He starts at 7 a.m. 


Austin: Okay. All right. It's -- what time is it — 1855 hours, uh, going off tape. 


(End audio) 
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